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American Association
of People with Disabilities





September 19, 2008



VIA FAX No. 202-224-0515

The Honorable Max Baucus

Chairman, Senate Finance Committee

511 Hart Senate Building

United States Senate 
Washington, DC 20510 

Re: Our concern with “The Medicare Improvements for Patients and Providers Act,” (MIPPA) of 2008, passed on July 15, 2008, PL 110-275

PL 110-275: Includes a 9.5% payment reduction for all products included in the competitive bidding program -- Complex Rehabilitation power wheelchairs and related accessories were exempt from competitive bidding and we request consideration for a parallel exemption of this product category from the 9.5% payment reduction.

Dear Chairman Baucus:

The Medicare Improvements for Patients and Providers Act of 2008, or MIPPA (PL 110-275), passed on July 15, included a 9.5% payment reduction for all products included in the competitive bidding program.  While Congress recognized the need to exempt Complex Rehabilitation power wheelchairs and related accessories from competitive bidding under the legislation, the reduction still applies to these uniquely configured, highly complex products provided on or after January 1, 2009.  This will jeopardize many beneficiaries’ access to the full range of products and services necessary to meet the unique and individual physical and medical needs of many people with disabilities.

We urge you, to remove Complex Rehabilitation power wheelchairs and related accessories from the payment reduction.

The American Association of People with Disabilities (AAPD) is the largest national nonprofit cross-disability member organization in the United States, representing the interests of more than 50 million persons with disabilities, and dedicated to organizing the disability community to be a powerful force for change politically, economically and socially. AAPD works in coalition with other disability organizations for the full implementation and enforcement of disability nondiscrimination laws, particularly the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) of 1990 and the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, in addition to other statutes that impact people with disabilities and their families.

People with severe physical disabilities often need a power wheelchair that is specifically designed so they can maintain independence.  With the current provision, many power wheelchair users will not be able to receive adjustments, repairs, replacement parts and access to the full range of products available to make modifications to their current power wheelchairs or be provided with an appropriate new power wheelchair and the wheelchair parts that meet these unique needs after January 1, 2009. 

Physical independence is enabled by using power wheelchairs that are customized with parts such as head rests, double brakes with single hand controls, foot rests, arm rests, “bedsore-reducing” fitted cushions, and other similar modifications. These wheelchair parts are critical to ensuring that a person with a severe physical disability participates fully in the life of the nation. This may include shopping, going to work, attending school or training, running for office, voting in elections, travelling on busses and trains, and other everyday activities that everyone else takes for granted.

It is essential that Medicare maintain the current payment rate for these specialized wheelchairs and parts to avoid exacerbating the disability condition and limiting independence for users.

We urge your leadership in exempting Complex Rehabilitation power wheelchairs and related accessories from the 9.5% payment reduction in any upcoming legislation.

AAPD thanks you for your consideration and looks forward to working with you on this and other issues of importance to people with disabilities.  

Sincerely,  

Jenifer Simpson

Senior Director, Telecommunications & Technology Policy
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